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Abstract
Knowledge of rights and freedoms is considered a fundamental tool to guarantee respect for the rights of all. The United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) has proclaimed it as central to the achievement of the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The 
UNGA, in 1994, proclaimed the period from 1 January 1995, the UN Decade for Human Rights Education. On 2004, this organ proclaimed the 
World Programme for Human Rights Education to advance the implementation of human rights education programs in all sectors. UNESCO was 
a key organiser of this decade. This World Programme seeks to promote a common understanding of the basic principles and methodologies of 
human rights education. In this programme, education should promote values such as peace, non-discrimination, equality, justice, non-violence, 
tolerance and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms among all nations. This research aims to describe the goals and background  of 
Human rights education and national and international initiatives in this matter especially  the activities of UN in promoting this objective and 
finally result that Human Rights Education, training and public information are becoming the essentials ingredients to all societies in the world in 
order to promote and achieve of stable and harmonious relations among communities and to encourage respect and tolerance to those around us 
and build good citizens for the future.   
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1. Introduction 
The United Nations Organization was created in 1945 after World War II. The founding charter resolves "to save 
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, 
and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person"(Canton 
Santiago,2009, p26). It's General Assembly proclaimed the teaching and education of human rights and its respect 
and promotion through educational efforts is an important factor of peace and stability in the world. Knowledge of 
rights and freedoms is considered a fundamental tool to guarantee respect for the rights of all. Education shall be 
directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, racial or 
religious groups. Education should encompass values such as peace, non-discrimination, equality, justice, non-
violence, tolerance and respect for human dignity. Quality education based on a human rights approach means that 
rights are implemented throughout the whole education system and in all learning environments.  In this study we 
want to develop the objectives and background of Human rights education and the national and international 
initiatives especially the role of UNO in this matter.  
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2. The goals and background
Human rights education aims to develop skills, the knowledge and a language of internationally recognized rights 
and responsibilities that enable students to challenge misconceptions and negative perceptions about the nature and 
scale of international Human rights (Hicks & Holden: 2007). Article 26(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights precise "education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and to the strengthening 
of respect for Human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace". 
The World Conference on Human Rights in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 1993 (in 
particular, Para. 33 of Section I ) stated that "human rights education, training and public information were essential 
for the promotion and achievement of stable and harmonious relations among communities and for fostering mutual 
understanding, tolerance and peace" (http://www2.ohchr.org). The Conference recommended that States should 
strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct education towards the full development of the human personality and 
the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It called on all States and institutions to 
include human rights, humanitarian law, democracy and rule of law as subjects in the curricula of all learning 
institutions in formal and non-formal settings.   
Pursuant to a suggestion of the World Conference, the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution 49/184 
of 23 December 1994, proclaimed the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 1995 the United Nations Decade for 
Human Rights Education (http: //www2.ochhr.org), and welcomed the Plan of Action for the Decade contained in 
the report of the Secretary-General.
After the United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education (1995-2004), on 10 December 2004, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations proclaimed the World Programme for Human Rights Education (2005-ongoing) to 
advance the implementation of human rights education programmes in all sectors.  
Unlike the specific time frame of the Decade, the World Programme is structured around an ongoing series of 
phases, the first of which covers the period 2005-2009 and focuses on the primary and secondary school systems. 
Developed by a broad group of education and human rights practitioners from all continents, the Plan of Action for
the first phase proposes a concrete strategy and practical ideas for implementing human rights education nationally. 
3. Types of Human rights education initiatives 
In human rights education we can find the national and international initiatives. In this regard, we can focus on 
the cooperation between national governments and the multinational institutions such as United Nations 
Organization (ONU) and its World Programme for Human rights education (WPHRE). 
3.1. Natinal initiatives 
The national initiatives are presented by country, under five regions  (Africa; Asia/Pacific; Europe and North 
America; Latin America and the Caribbean; Middle East and North Africa). The governments across the developing 
world have begun to recognize the dangers of not promoting the values of democracy, tolerance and non-violence 
fostered through Human rights education, and have begun to take important steps towards this ideal. They know at 
the local, national to raise public awareness of Human rights education initiatives through public advocacy. In 
Indonesia, the Ministry of National education and the National Commission for Human rights have joined efforts 
with UNESCO to actively introduce Human rights curricula in primary and secondary schools through the 
publication of manuals and reference materials on Human rights education (Inagaki, 2002, 279-280) 
In each country the coordinating department or unit assigned by the ministry of education, must work in close 
cooperation with relevant national agencies responsible for the elaboration of country reports to the United Nations 
treaty bodies, in order to ensure that progress in human rights education is included in those reports (Plan of Action 
para. 36). The Ministers of Education must also provide information on which relevant departments or units in the 
Ministry would coordinate initiatives related to the implementation of the Plan of Action. Each State should provide 
information on any measures taken to ensure adequate education and training in human rights for a wide range of 
professional categories, including teachers. States should also submit information on any measures taken to promote 
respect for human rights through education and training in general, and within schools in particular.
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Moreover, Ministers of Education of each state have to reinforce implementation of human rights education in 
the primary and secondary school systems, take stock of the national initiatives carried out so far to implement the 
Plan of Action of the World Programme and to offer the assistance of the United Nations system upon request.  
 At the school level, the incorporation of human rights education into the existing curriculum is hindered by a 
lack of adequate resources as well inadequate teacher training in human rights. Each government in its education 
programme, can focus on “promoting the values that affirm human rights [through] extra-curricular activities and 
daily interactions in the classroom, integrating human rights education into relevant subjects such as social sciences 
and civic education (Inagaki: 279).” 
3.2. International initiatives 
The globalization of Human rights has a positive impact on Human rights education in that it has led to a greater 
awareness, coordination, flow of ideas and reach of the international Human rights movement and its educational 
efforts. Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child requires states to ensure that children are enabled to 
develop a respect for their own cultural identity, language and values and for the culture, language and values of 
others.  
The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed it as central to the achievement of the rights enshrined in 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR 1948)).This international organ proclaims the" Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that 
every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching 
and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms (http://www.un.org). The Human Rights Council 
requested the Advisory Committee to prepare a draft declaration on human rights education and training (para. 1 of 
resolution 6/10 [ E F S A C R] entitled “United Nations declaration on human rights education and training”).  
The Plan of Action for the first phase (2005-2009) of the World Programme for Human Rights Education states 
all relevant thematic and country mechanisms of the Commission on Human Rights (including the Special Reporters 
and representatives, in particular the Special Reporter on the right to education, as well as working groups) are 
called upon to include systematically in their reports progress in human rights education in the school system, as 
relevant to their mandate (Plan of Action para. 42). In addition, the Plan of Action calls upon the United Nations 
treaty bodies, when examining reports of States parties, to place emphasis on the obligation of States parties to 
implement human rights education in the school systems and to reflect that emphasis in their concluding 
observations (Plan of Action para. 41).   
The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are duty-bound, as stipulated in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and in other 
international human rights instruments (http://portal.unesco.org), to ensure that education is aimed at strengthening 
the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. (Paragraph 33, section 1 of the Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action) 
The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) and the Committee on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) have issued general comments on The Right to Education (CESCR general comment no 13) and The Aims of 
Education (CRC general comment no 1).  
UNESCO play a central role in the design, implementation and evaluation of projects under the Plan of Action of 
the UN Decade for Human Rights Education”, considering the Organization’s “…long experience in education, 
educational methodology and human rights and through its network of UNESCO schools, clubs, human rights 
Chairs and National Commissions”. This international organ has a responsibility to promote human rights education, 
and was a key organiser of the UN's Decade for Human Rights (http://portal.unesco.org). UNESCO attempts to 
promote human rights education through (http://www2.ohchr.org): 
- Development of national and local capacities for human rights education, through its co-operation in 
development projects and programs at national and sub-regional levels.  
- Elaboration of learning materials and publications and their translation and adaptation in national and local 
languages.  
- Advocacy and Networking Activities.
On 2004, the General Assembly proclaimed the World Programme for Human Rights Education, and ongoing 
project to advance the implementation of human rights education programs in all sectors. This 
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programme seeks to promote a common understanding of the basic principles and methodologies of human rights 
education, to provide a concrete framework for action and to strengthen partnerships and cooperation from the 
international level down to the grass roots". 
Organizations such as Amnesty International”( http://www.amnesty.org) and Human Rights Education 
Associates promote human rights education with their programs (http://www.hrea.org), believing "that learning 
about human rights is the first step toward respecting, promoting and defending those rights".  
4. Conclusion 
Today, the role and potential of Human rights education in maintaining national and global stability, peace and 
security is undeniable. Quality education based on a human rights approach means that rights are implemented 
throughout the whole education system and in all learning environments. At the national level, the coordinating 
department or unit assigned by the ministry of education in each country would work in close cooperation with 
relevant national agencies responsible for the elaboration of country reports to the United Nations treaty bodies, in 
order to ensure that progress in human rights education is included in those reports. At the international level, the 
activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace needs to human rights education. UNESCO is 
international organizations do this duty. UNESCO’s work in human right education is guided by the World 
Programme for Human Rights education. In this research we tried to show the UNO role in human rights education 
and its importance as a means for personal and societal empowerment. At present, the universality of Human rights 
has meant that Human rights can be studied by students of any age, anywhere in the world, which gives the 
dissemination of Human rights education a critical advantage. 
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